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to speak Tuesday
Immigration expert
Noche de Estrellas host Frank Orozco and backup dancers perform Lady Gaga’s “Bad Romance” as the finale Thursday night while the judges deliberate the winners. See story, Page 15.
‘Caught in a bad romance’
 michelle Serrano/collegian
More concerned citizens are speaking 
out about the proposed partnership 
between Texas Southmost College and 
the University of Texas System.
The seven-member TSC board of 
trustees has made it clear it is not 
dissolving the partnership but rather 
altering it due to a 2008 conflict over 
more than $10.8 million lease payments 
owed to the college district. 
On Oct. 4, the TSC board conducted a 
public workshop in which the majority of 
16 residents who spoke urged members 
to keep the partnership.
 In his opening statement, TSC board 
Chairman Francisco “Kiko” Rendon 
said he wants “to reassure people that 
the partnership is not in jeopardy. We 
are strong behind the partnership. We 
got an existing document that is under 
contract. … The issue now is whether 
to alter that, and see if that is beneficial 
for the district, and the students and the 
community. And, basically, we analyze 
all options to see what is in the best 
interest of our community. I fear that 
our junior college mission could be in 
jeopardy if we make too drastic a change, 
and we need to make sure we remember 
that as Texas Southmost College trustees, 
we are committed to the junior college 
mission.”
Among those speaking on behalf 
of the partnership were Brownsville 
Mayor Pat Ahumada, former Mayor 
Ignacio “Nacho” Garza, and former 
TSC Trustees Rosemary Breedlove and 
Chester Gonzalez. 
“Unfortunately, it appears that several 
of you have decided to either sever this 




• See ‘Partnership,’ Page 5
Vigil held for student 
A candlelight 
vigil was held on 
campus Friday 
night in memory 
of a UTB/TSC 
student killed in 







G o v e r n m e n t 
Association Vice President of 
Administration Rosalinda Rangel and 
Senator Pro Tem Jose Uvalles III was also 
meant to bring attention to border violence, 
which has escalated in the last month. 
University officials announced Torres’ 
death last Wednesday via campuswide 
e-mail, which stated: “It is with sadness that 
we report the death of one of our students, 
Jonathon William Torres Cázares. The U.S. 
Consulate confirmed that Jonathon died in 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, last Thursday. He was 
18 years old and traveling in Mexico visiting 
his family. Jonathon was a freshman taking 
classes at UTB/TSC. He was pursuing an 
associate of arts degree. He was born on 
Nov. 19, 1991, in Dahlonega, Ga.”
“Jonathon’s death represents to us a 
tragedy, a tragedy of the worst kind where 
someone innocently gets swallowed up 
into a battle that cuts his life,” UTB/
TSC President Juliet V. García told The 
Collegian late Friday afternoon. 
García said she did not know any details 
about his death, except what she had “heard 
in the police reports that he was in bus that 
was hijacked.”
In response to the recent violence in 
Mexico, the university has implemented 
a new emergency notification system, in 
addition to previous measures taken.
García said university-sponsored trips to 
Rene Cardona
Staff Writer
• See ‘Student,’ Page  12
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Students polled by the Student 
Government Association overwhelmingly 
support the DREAM Act and the campus’ 
new tobacco-free policy.
SGA President Jorge A. Muñoz 
presented the results of the DREAM Act 
survey to the senate at its meeting last 
Tuesday. The survey was e-mailed to the 
student body and posted on Facebook 
and the SGA Website on Oct. 1 and was 
available until 1:30 p.m. Oct. 5.   
“We had 653 people actually respond 
to it … 79.3 percent, which is a total of 
518 [students], said that they supported 
the DREAM Act,” Muñoz said. “Fifteen 
percent, which is 98 individuals, said, ‘I 
do not support it’ and 6 percent, which is 
39 people, are indifferent about it.” 
The poll was authorized by Resolution 
13, passed Sept. 28. The resolution also 
called for educating students on the 
DREAM Act, and the SGA accomplished 
this by posting links on the survey that 
students could refer to.
 The act, which failed in the U.S. Senate 
last month, would give undocumented 
students living in the United States the 
opportunity for residency under certain 
conditions.
In addition to the poll, Senator at Large 
Karla Lozoya collected at least 1,266 
signatures from students in support of the 
act. The SGA’s petition drive received 
help from members of the International 
Student Organization, sorority Sigma Psi 
Delta and Sting Radio.
More than 4,000 students, or 26 percent 
of the student body, participated in the 
tobacco-free survey, which was posted 
on Blackboard Sept. 27 through Oct. 4.
“Speaking to the people who are in 
charge of doing surveys,” Muñoz said, 
“they were actually surprised with the 
number [of students who responded]. 
Usually, about 200 people would 
respond.”
In the survey, 64 percent of students 
agree with UTB/TSC’s new policy, which 
was implemented Sept. 1. Twenty percent 
do not and 16 percent are indifferent. 
Eighty-five percent of students do not 
know where they can find information, or 
other resources on campus, so they can 
quit smoking.
Student Life Director Sergio Martínez 
explained that the Student Organization 
room is closed because of a leaky roof 
and mold.
“We closed it down due to the leaks. 
… Three weeks ago, [Student Life] had 
reports of bad leaks, and lately now, 
there has been some mold built up on the 
furniture,” Martínez said. 
He said a contractor has been contacted 
to repair the leaks and estimates the room 
will be closed down for about two weeks. 
For now, there isn’t another room that 
student organizations can use temporarily. 
Two new senators have joined the SGA.
Muñoz administered the oath of office 
to junior psychology and English major 
Marisol Cervantes, a senator at large, and 
sophomore government major Jessica 
Ruiz, a senator for the College of Science, 
Mathematics and Technology.
Absent from the meeting were SGA 
Vice President of Administration 
Rosalinda Rangel, Senator at Large 
Normalinda Reyna and Freshman Senator 
Manuel Flores-Arguelles.
SGA delivers tobacco, DREAM ACT poll results
By Rubí Martínez
Staff Writer
Student Government Association President Jorge A. Muñoz presents results of the smoking ban and DREAM 
Act surveys during Tuesday’s meeting as Senator Pro Tem Jose Maria Uvalles III looks on.
 LesLie Barrientos/CoLLegian
Sophomore biology major Brianna 
Cisneros has difficulty finding a printer 
available on campus.
Cisneros said she must first try to 
locate the nearest computer available in 
order to print.
“As far as [the Science and Engineering 
Technology Building], you always have 
to wait. … Specifically, in that lab, there 
is more than 20 computers and only two 
printers,” Cisneros said.
Also, there is little time available 
between classes to print one’s work.   
“Well, I usually have only 10 minutes 
to get to my other class, so if I have to 
print, I have to go ahead of time and get 
[to campus] earlier,” she said. 
Computer Laboratories Supervisor 
Raymundo Gonzalez said resources are 
limited.
“In talking to my laboratory 
technicians, one of the things they told 
me … is that [we have] a limited amount 
of computers labs that we have available 
for instruction for everyone on campus,” 
Gonzalez said.
There are five printers that print 
black and white copies and three color 
printers available to students in SET-B, 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library, 
the University Boulevard Library and in 
Cardenas Hall North.
Gonzalez said the cost of printers is 
high; therefore, there is a limited number 
for use by students. 
He is considering adopting a different 
printing system, such as the one in use 
at Baylor University, which could be 
more convenient for students. Under that 
system, undergraduates may print up to 
300 pages, while graduate students get 
about 500. 
Baylor students do not have to insert 
money into a vending machine in order 
to print, since the printing system is set 
up for students to print automatically, 
depending on the number of copies they 
are allowed, Gonzalez said.
“If they run out of the quota, they 
need to come in and kind of justify why 
they’ve gone over,” he said.
In order to save money and paper, 
laboratory technicians are setting up the 
University Boulevard Library printer to 
print paper on both sides, Gonzalez told 
The Collegian.
 “[Reference Services Manager] Hilary 
Frazier was telling me that students 
seem to like it because they print a lot of 
material out, whether it’s for Blackboard 
or for reference, and instead of printing 
50 or 60 pages, now it’s cut in half. So 
we’re looking at things that are beneficial 
for the students because something like 
that is helpful because [UTB/TSC] is 
going green.”
He also is considering wireless printing 
for people with laptop computers.
Gonzalez encourages students to speak 
out on any concern they may have with 
the computer labs.
“My doors are always open; the 
students can come in here and say, 
‘Look, I have this concern,’” he said. 
“Students need to organize themselves, 
where there’s an agenda that they have, 
and say, ‘These are the problems that we 
have with printing; we’d like to have this 
corrected.’”




Junior education major Jessica Ramos picks 
up copies from the printer in the Science and 
Engineering Technology Building computer lab on 
Thursday.
Immigration reform 
“As far as implementing immigration 
reform ... one of the 
issues that comes 
to mind that a 
lot people don’t 
want to talk 
about is why 
is it that the 
politicians in 
Washington, D.C., 
[are] not responding 
to our needs. Is it bias against 
Hispanics in the region? … Why is this 
area not being attended when it comes 
to immigration and reform? We need 
to address it as a country. We need to 
address it from the Washington, D.C., 
perspective. It needs to be addressed 
instead of building walls. That’s not 
going to solve anything. ... We need 
other alternatives. You’re talking about 
billions [spent on the border fence]. … 
Why don’t they spend that on creating 
a program … like giving the illegals 
amnesty? … I don’t believe that this 
perspective that they’re looking at is 
working right now.”




--Compiled by Rene Cardona Jr.
--Photos by Leslie Barrientos and 
Michael Peña
L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r
Correction
An article published in the Sept. 27 
issue of The Collegian reported that 
Karen Martirosyan is a research assistant 
professor at the University of Houston. 
In fact, Martirosyan is an associate 
professor in the Department of Physics 
and Astronomy at UTB/TSC.   
‘Altares’ presentation 
“ M y beef is about the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
‘Altares.’ Well, 
the guy who did 
the presentation 
talked about 
altars in Mexico, 
but I came 
from the place 
where altars are. I 
don’t think he is very 
informed. I don’t know where he got the 
facts. … The pictures he showed and the 
things that he said, I don’t know where 
he got it, maybe from the Internet. But 





Graduate public policy student
Scantron
“My beef is that [when] we’re in class 
and we need a Scantron 
or pencil, it’d be 
really great and 
convenient if we 
had a machine, 
like a vending 
machine or 
somebody like a 
teacher selling 
them to us instead of 
having to go to Barnes & Noble, 
BookBee or the Student Union to get 
them, and for us night-class students, 
it’d be great if we could carry pepper 
spray for us who are girls because it’s 
… dangerous at night.”
Andrea N. Aleman
Freshman forensics major
Snag in recycling effort
I cannot avoid seeing a banner hanging 
from the wall surrounding the tennis courts 
that reads “Scorpions Go Green, Reduce, 
Reuse and Recycle.”
However, nowhere to be found are 
the containers provided by the Coca-
Cola Co. to recycle plastic bottles. What 
happened to them? They are gone from 
most locations, and I see plenty of plastic 
bottles (that could have been placed in the 






Congratulations, Cameron County 
Commissioners John Wood and Sofia 
Benavides for having compassion for 
those less fortunate.
We, who are middle class and above, 
have access to bank accounts, credit cards, 
and most of the time can receive free 
notarization service at banks and insurance 
companies.The poor and disenfranchised 
pay for check-cashing services; they also 
pay a disproportionate share of sales taxes; 
and, they pay for notarization.
Thank you, commissioners, for 
providing free notarization for many of 
your constituents.
If this service on county time is illegal, 
it certainly raises the question of just 






After reading the article concerning 
Mr. [David] Belleperche [“Students voice 
concerns over La Estancia, Oct.4], I am 
not shocked to hear other residents here at 
La Estancia are not happy with the way the 
apartments [are] being managed.
I moved to this community in August 
2010 after coming to view the apartments. 
The staff was friendly and showed concern 
about any question I had. But this all 
changed once I signed the year lease. 
Some of my issues were that they did not 
supply me with a gate key or post office 
key. I repeatedly asked for this, weeks after 
move-in, and was ignored, [told] “I had to 
wait.” That same weekend, they decided to 
close the gates (which I understand because 
it’s a security issue). However, I still didn’t 
have a gate key, so I was unable to enter 
my own apartment, as I didn’t have access. 
The following Monday, when I asked to 
speak to [General Manager Tammie] Price, 
she rudely told me that she didn’t get the 
opportunity to warn me or supply me a 
key. She even told me to leave the office 
because she didn’t have time to listen to 
me. Is that the open-door policy she talks 
about?
Upset at this, I called their corporate 
office and, to this date, have not received 
a call back. Some of the people in the 
office have been more than nice. If I would 
have known this is the way management 
was going to handle legitimate complaints 
by their residents, I, and probably a lot of 





 La Estancia 
I have a problem with La 
Estancia’s manager. She tries to act nice to 
new residents that don’t know what they 
are getting into or when she knows she is 
being closely watched. Issues like getting 
my ceiling fixed, the main gate to actually 
work or other concerns other residents have 
would be better solved if her management 
skills would be modified.
Another thing that I have a problem 
with is students not speaking up about the 
problem because they are too afraid. Hello, 
it’s called freedom of speech! If after all 
this anyone still wants to come live at 
La Estancia, they are free to take up my 
lease and get ready to deal with all these 
everyday issues.
Elizabeth Davila 
Junior bilingual education major
Immigration debate
I had the pleasure of attending the 
Immigration Reform debate that took place 
Oct. 7 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. It was, 
as expected, a heated debate that saw [one 
panel of students] against the opposing 
views of another panel and the [audience].
A plethora of ideas and arguments were 
brought forth by both panels, but neither 
managed to convince me. While I do not 
hide the fact that I am for immediate and 
comprehensive immigration reform, both 
panels fell short when tackling the big 
issues involved. 
The problem with enforcing the current 
set of immigration laws is not only fiscal 
irresponsibility but also law irrelevance. 
The current laws are antiquated and do 
not reflect or address the current social 
views or immigration patterns that we are 
experiencing but those seen many decades 
ago. Amnesty is not the solution, nor should 
anyone be making that argument, but 
neither is blindly believing that laws that 
were specifically modeled for a given time 
and social needs will be eternally germane. 
If this argument was fundamentally true, 
then anyone in our great state of Texas 
with a pair of pliers in their possession 
should be arrested, booked and fined. By 
simply enforcing our current laws and 
not giving the undocumented immigrants 
who live among us a chance to become an 
integral part of our society, we will never 
solve the immigration problem; we will 
just create a segregated society of those 
who can pursue happiness and those who 
are socially and economically frustrated.
While it is understandable that many 
oppose immigration reform, citing a poor 
economy and high unemployment, I ask 
what better time to get a new perspective 
on the economy than when one is out of 
ideas on how to create jobs and revitalize 
• See ‘Letters,’ Page   6
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relationship, or, at the least, to demand 
changes in the contract that are not 
appropriate or acceptable,” Breedlove 
told the board. “I would hope that you 
are all more interested in community 
service than in political gain and will 
take a broader view of your role as a 
policymaking board, which is, in fact, 
your role as a board member. This board 
does not now or has not been in the 
past charged with the operations of the 
university.”
Tension among trustees was noticeable 
when Rendon asked trustees to withhold 
from commenting until all residents had 
completed their statements. However, he 
spoke after Breedlove’s comments, and 
Trustee David Oliveira objected.
 Rendon again clarified that dissolving 
the partnership is not an issue. 
Oliveira said if the trustees were not 
going to be allowed to address anything 
that was being said until after everyone 
spoke, then it was only fair that the chair 
“honor that same rule” as well.
“I think, as the chair, I’m allowed to 
make a comment,” Rendon said. “I’m just 
trying to explain what we’re discussing 
here. We’re not discussing dissolving the 
partnership, no one has. …”  
 Oliveira responded: “Well, just so 
the record’s clear, not everybody feels 
the way you do. There are some of us 
that feel that delay is tantamount to 
dissolution and the board of regents and 
the board of trustees has been negotiating 
a revised contract for 15 months, and 
we both agreed to have something done 
before the legislative session. We passed 
a resolution, so in my mind, delay is 
tantamount to dissolution.”
Bobbette Morgan, president of UTB/
TSC’s Academic Senate and a professor 
in the College of Education, said the 
faculty supports the proposed partnership 
agreement and “recognizes that it is the 
effort of becoming and functioning as 
one that has benefited the community and 
the students we serve.” 
“We support the initiative that 
provides a stable funding stream for this 
institution,” Morgan said. “We trust you 
to make the decision that is best for all 
of our students and for the future of our 
community.”
She quoted Stephen Covey, author 
of “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People”: “The essence of synergy 
is to value differences, to respect 
them, to build on strengths and  to 
compensate for weaknesses.”
Student Government Association 
President Jorge Muñoz said when the 
trustees look at the new partnership 
agreement, they should not ask, “Am I 
losing power, am I gaining power?” 
“Look at it [and ask,] ‘Will more people 
from the Valley get educated? Will more 
people from the Valley be able to work 
here and provide better services for us?’” 
Muñoz said.
Ahumada said public service is hard 
and one cannot always please everybody.
“Search for the truth and do what is 
right,” he advised the board. 
The mayor said the city has benefited 
from the UTB/TSC partnership, but there 
is room for improvement.
“It took a lot of vision to build what 
we have today; it sure was beyond what 
I thought, of course, the crown jewel of 
the city,” Ahumada said. “… What is the 
clear definition of a junior college?  And, 
I think that is what the question is today. 
It was back then and it is still today for 
m a n y of us in Brownsville. … We 
see it as one institution, but yet, we are 
supporting two institutions, so I think 
that needs to be made known a little more 
clearly and defined in the new contract 
with the University of Texas [System].”
Reba Cardenas McNair, a member of 
UTB/TSC’s Development Board and 
whose mother, Mary Rose Cardenas, 
served on the TSC board when the 
partnership first formed in 1991, clarified 
that the lease money comes from the 
Texas Legislature, not the UT System. 
“I think it was disingenuous of anyone 
to suggest it’s an equal partnership, and 
I think it’s disingenuous to suggest that 
you should trade the names,” Cardenas 
McNair said. “Because if I’m in a 
business agreement and I’m providing 
90 percent of the money, I’m going to 
expect 90 percent of the decision-making 
power. …  It’s not an equal partnership.”
Her comment was a response to those 
of Frank Lewis, who said the current 
partnership agreement is not fair to TSC 
because in the event that the partnership 
would end, the control of the assets “is 
given to a liquidator appointed by a state 
judge in Austin, Texas.” 
“Take that 26-page document and 
every word that says UTB, replace it with 
TSC,” Lewis said. “Then you take the re-
written agreement and send it up to the 
regents.”
He said the current agreement is vague 
about where the assets would go, and the 
TSC board would have no control as to 
what debts will be paid, “so whose debts 
are going to be paid first? And then what 
does TSC get back, if anything?”
In an interview with The Collegian 
on Wednesday, Michael Putegnat, 
UTB/TSC’s director of the Institute for 
Public Service, explained that in the new 
agreement both UTB and TSC would 
take all the assets, including buildings 
and land, and build one university.
“Then the university would go on 
its own, the university would be a 
University of Texas component, like UT-
Austin, UT-Dallas,” Putegnat said. “We 
want that because the UT branding on 
your diploma means a better job, higher 
pay. The UT System wants to run all of 
its own schools, so the board of regents 
would be the managing board for the 
school, just as it is in UT-Austin.” 
He said the difference between the 
old agreement and the new one “is two 
schools operating as one or one school.”
“And when you do the one school, it 
automatically opens up all these issues 
about who is in charge,” Putegnat said.
He said the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools, which is the 
regional organization for the accreditation 
of higher-education institutions, has a 
rule that there can only be one board.
“You really can’t be in the college 
business with two boards; it’s not 
allowed,” Putegnat said. “The reason why 
UTB/TSC has accreditation now with 
two boards, is because it’s agreed on the 
old agreement that the board of regents 
really is the board of the university.”
The TSC board will meet at 5:30 p.m. 
Oct. 21 in the Gorgas Hall boardroom 
to vote on the proposed partnership 
agreement. 
Partnership
Continued from Page 1
The Brownsville City Commission is 
looking for a consultant to perform an 
assessment of the city’s operations. 
Commissioner At Large “A” Anthony 
Troiani explained to the commission during 
Tuesday’s meeting that after the complex 
budget process for this fiscal year, the city 
should look into ways to improve its services. 
“Participants would be interviewed by 
the consultants,” Troiani said before the 
commission voted to seek proposals. “They 
would go through and talk about what each 
individual thinks their role and their function 
is within the organization. They’ll talk about 
the organization culture, the organization 
structure. They look at things, such as the 
ratio between salaries and job performance. 
Do we have the right mix of employees 
for the tasks at hand? It can be a detailed 
analysis of the organization’s structure [and] 
culture.”
He said the Brownsville Public Utilities 
Board is looking into conducting an 
assessment, as well, in the near future.
“If we could do that in conjunction with 
PUB, we could probably save time [and] 
money,” Troiani said.
Commissioners, the mayor, city manager 
and city attorney would also be interviewed 
as part of the assessment.  
Mayor Pat Ahumada said an organization 
analysis costs between $250,000 and 
$300,000. Ahumada said he didn’t have 
a problem with the assessment, but he did 
have a problem with staff not following the 
consultants’ suggestions, referring to past 
incidents. 
 “The problem is that this city has a bad 
habit of doing studies and [shelving] them 
and doesn’t apply them,” he said. “That’s 
very unfortunate; that’s my only concern.” 
District 4 Commissioner Edward 
Camarillo told Ahumada it is critical to have 
an independent assessor look at the city’s 
structure. 
“We want the public to be aware that this 
isn’t a group or entity that we are going to 
hold by the hand and say, ‘Tell me what I 
want to hear,’” Camarillo said. “It’s basically, 
let them go to work … to show us what we 
need to do, what we should be doing and 
help lead us in a positive direction.”
Commissioner At-Large “B” Rose Gowen 
said with a study like this, communication 
could be improved and services provided in 
the “best possible manner.”
Ahumada told commissioners what he 
believed the assessment outcome would be.
“I’m telling you right up front what they 
are going to tell you: ‘You are underfunded, 
you overuse your employees [and] you don’t 
pay them enough,’” he said.
Gowen said the commission would look 
into matters once they arrive at that point. 




The Texas State Library and Archives Commission 
has awarded a grant of $40,210 to the Brownsville 
Public Library System. Shown with the symbolic 
check are (front row, from left) Texas State Library 
Director Deborah Littrell, state Sen. Eddie Lucio, 
Jr. (D-Brownsville), South Texas College Technical 
Services Director Jesus H. Campos, and Brownsville 
Public Library System Director Juan J. Guerra. Top 
row: District 3 Commissioner Melissa A. Zamora, 
District Commissioner 1 Ricardo Longoria Jr., 
Brownsville Mayor Pat Ahumada, Commissioner at 
Large “B” Rose Gowen and District 4 Commissioner 
Edward Camarillo.
LesLie Barrientos/CoLLegian
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21, a Campus 
P o l i c e 
officer was dispatched to the Garza Gym 
after the fire alarm sounded. A Physical 
Plant employee had moved a cabinet in 
the women’s locker room, accidentally 
knocking down the pull station and 
activating the alarm. The alarm was 
silenced and reset.
At 10:14 a.m. the same day, a student 
reported that his girlfriend was being 
harassed by another student.
At 12:58 p.m. the same day, a bicycle 
was found locked to the doors of the main 
entrance of the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center. The 
cable lock was cut and the bike was 
seized. The owner was issued a citation 
for obstructing a pathway.
At 8:41 a.m. Sept. 24, a student was 
reported to be feeling sick and having a 
possible seizure. 
At 11:22 a.m. the same day, a student 
reported that a Toyota Hilux struck a 
parked Ford F-150 pickup truck parked in 
Lot W.
--Compiled by Alejandra González 
the economic system. Neither side, as it 
was pointed out by an audience member, 
seemed to understand that this issue is 
a humanitarian [one], not a social and 
economic problem. To give of what you 
have left over is not showing love to your 
fellow man, rather, a form of alms that 
allows the giver to get a sense of superiority 
over the receiver. 
The DREAM Act was never mentioned 
and it represents one of the better ideas to 
emerge from the U.S. Senate dealing with 
reform. One panel argued that waiting was 
the right way of becoming an American. 
What that argument failed to address is 
that there is no one more American than 
someone who is raised in America. To ask 
scholars, which we have spent staggeringly 
large amounts of money in educating, to 
leave the country and give the benefits 
of their education to another country is 
the biggest waste of money I will have 
witnessed since the bank bailouts and the 
stimulus packages. 
This country needs a completely new 
set of rules and regulations that address 
the real issues presented by our modern 
society. That is not to say that the U.S. 
needs to open its borders but rather that 
a tactical-defense-only measure will 
always fall short if it is not accompanied 
by intellectual, rational and well-rounded 
regulatory reform.
Juan Ruiz
Computer science graduate student
Letters
Continued from Page 4
GLBT services
Student Health Services will sponsor 
an information table to promote GLBT 
services from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. today in the 
Endowment Courtyard. Refreshments will 
be served. For more information, call the 
department at 882-7099. 
Immigration lecture
Gilberto Cárdenas, assistant provost and 
director of the Institute for Latino Studies 
at the University of Notre Dame, will talk 
about immigration in the first Texas Center 
for Border and Transnational Studies 
Américo Paredes Commemorative 
Lecture at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall. For more information, call 
882-7653.
Staff Senate meeting
The UTB/TSC Staff Senate will 
conduct a general staff assembly at 9 a.m. 
Thursday in the Education and Business 
Complex’s Salon Cassia. The meeting 
is for all full-time, classified employees 
and those administrative and professional 
employees below the level of director. For 
more information, visit http://www.utb.
edu/staffsenate.
Student Success workshop
The Student Success Center will present 
a “Test Anxiety” workshop from noon to 
1 p.m. Thursday in Cardenas Hall North 
104. For more information, call 882-8292.
Curanderismo lecture
UTB/TSC Associate Provost 
Antonio Zavaleta will present a lecture 
titled “Understanding the Role of 
Curanderismo in the 21st Century” 
at 12:15 p.m. Thursday in the SET-B 
third-floor conference room. Admission 
is free. Zavaleta will sign copies of his 
book, “Curandero Conversations: El 
Niño Fidencio, Shamanism and Healing 
Traditions of the Borderlands,” after the 
lecture. For more information, call 882-
5141.
Jewelry sale
Professional Women Speak will conduct 
a Treasure Chest Jewelry Sale from 1 
to 5 p.m. Thursday in the Endowment 
Courtyard. For more information, call PWS 
President Juanita Urbano at 882-8224 or 
Mabel Hockaday at 882-7280.
Patron of the Arts
The Faculty String Quartet will 
perform in a concert titled “A Mexican 
Celebration” at 8 p.m. Thursday in the 
Arts Center. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 
for senior citizens, children and UTB/TSC 
students with ID. For more information, 
call 882-7025.
Pianist Juan Pablo Andrade will 
perform at 8 p.m. Saturday in the Arts 
Center. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for 
senior citizens, children and UTB/TSC 
students with ID. For more information, 
call 882-7025.
Toastmasters meeting
Toastmasters at UTB/TSC will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Friday in Education and 
Business Complex 2.420 (next to Salon 
Cassia). The purpose of Toastmasters is to 
improve public speaking and leadership 
skills. Faculty and staff are also welcome to 
attend. For more information, contact club 
adviser Paula Garcia at 882-7326 or send 
her an e-mail at paula.garcia@utb.edu.
Architecture show
The “Building Bridges: Architecture 
Show” continues in the Rusteberg Art 
Gallery through Friday. Admission is $1. 
The gallery’s hours are noon to 4 p.m. 
Monday, 10:30 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesday, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. and 4:20-7 p.m. Wednesday, 
10:30 a.m.-7 p.m. Thursday and 1-5:30 
p.m. Friday. For more information, call 
882-7097.
STEMS Run/Walk
The 11th annual UTB/TSC 5K and 
1-Mile Run/Walk will take place on 
Saturday. The 5K race begins at 7:30 a.m., 
followed by three 1-mile races at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Garza Gym Annex. Early registration 
ends Friday and costs $10 for adults and 
$8 for kindergarten through 12th-grade 
students. Late registration is from 6:15 to 
7 a.m. Saturday and costs $12  per person. 
For more information, call 882-5058. The 
event is sponsored by the South Texas 
Engineering Math and Science Mentor 
Club.
Chick-fil-A meal sale
The Game Over Club is selling tickets 
for its Chick-fil-A meal fundraiser, 
scheduled from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Oct. 
20 between North and South halls. Every 
meal comes with a Chick-fil-A sandwich, 
bag of chips and a can of Coke. Tickets are 
$5 and can be purchased in advance at the 
Student Union. For more information, call 
545-8902 or send an e-mail to mgr78520@
yahoo.com.
Freddy Fender Humanitarian Awards
Cameron County Precinct 3 
Commissioner David A. Garza and his 
wife, Dorothy Garza; Ida Hagg, founder 
of the AdoptaPlatoon Soldier Support 
Effort; and the H.E. Butt Grocery Co. 
will receive the 2010 Freddy Fender 
Humanitarian Award during a ceremony 
scheduled at 7 p.m. Oct. 28 in Rancho 
Viejo. Tickets are $50 per person. Proceeds 
will benefit the South Texas Adult 
Resource and Training Center. For more 
information, call 399-7818. 
Counseling clinic services
The Community Counseling Clinic, an 
instructional laboratory of the Counseling 
and Guidance master’s program, serves 
individuals, couples and families from 5 to 
9 p.m. Monday through Thursday through 
Dec. 4. To make an appointment or for 
more information, call 882-7792 or send an 
e-mail to ccc@utb.edu.
Scantron distribution
Students may pick up free Scantrons in 
the Student Government Association 
office, located in Student Union 2.16. The 
limit is two Scantrons per student. For 
more information, call 882-7897 or send an 
e-mail to sga@utb.edu.
Microsoft workshops
The User Support Services Department 
offers free training by appointment on 
Microsoft Office to students, faculty 
and staff. For more information, call 
Damaris Gutierrez at 882-7442 or 
send an e-mail to seminars@utb.edu. To 
register go to http://blue.utb.edu/usslabs/
workshopsitefiles2010/calendars.html. 
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
If you would like your organization 
or department news published in The 
Collegian’s Briefs section, call Daniel 
Beltrán at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail 
at collegian@utb.edu. 
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 ARE YOU 
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 Investment guidanc
e for higher educatio
n professionals
Unsure of how to get and keep your retirement on track? 
We’re ready to help. Together, we can:
•   Analyze your portfolio. We’ll help you bring your total fi nancial 
picture — both workplace and personal savings — into focus.
•   Review your plan. We can help you prepare for up and down markets.
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1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX  
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com 
Monday:  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday:  8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Thursday:  8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday:  9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Earn $100 this week 
Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to 
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn 
up to $100 this week as a new donor.
The Community Counseling and 
Growth Clinic at UTB/TSC has as 
its mission to promote and enhance 
the quality of life for members of the 
community.
“We treat a variety of mental health 
concerns such as anxiety, depression, 
interpersonal relationships, school 
and career, self-esteem and anger 
management,” said James Jackson, an 
assistant professor in the Educational 
Psychology and Leadership Studies 
Department and director of the clinic.
Established about eight years ago, the 
clinic is an instructional laboratory of 
the Counseling and Guidance program 
that offers two types of master’s degrees, 
school counseling and community 
counseling.  
Located in Education and Business 
Complex 1.210, the clinic operates from 
5 to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday. 
It offers 12 free sessions lasting 45 to 
50 minutes each. Its staff of graduate 
students treats individuals, groups, 
couples, children and families. 
“What the clinic is set up to do is 
to provide [graduate] students the 
opportunity to come in for their clinical 
experiences,” Jackson said.
All graduate students in this program 
are in the last phase of their education 
and training and are always under the 
direct supervision of program faculty 
or licensed professional counselors. 
Counseling sessions are videotaped so 
that students can be evaluated on their 
techniques.
Community counseling graduate 
assistant Michelle Ramirez, who is 
training to counsel clients, told The 
Collegian about the various techniques 
the programs teach the students, 
including person-centered, which 
consists of active listening with the 
client and then reflecting the feeling that 
they are giving.
Ramirez wants to get the word out 
about this service, as it is free of charge.
“It’s a really valuable resource for the 
community,” Ramirez said.
Junior psychology and Spanish 
translation major Alexandra Mora, who 
performs secretarial work at the clinic, 
shares the same opinion as Ramirez 
regarding the clinic.
 “[Students] should know about this 
clinic because they could have some 
relative that needs this kind of help, so 
they would be able know where to seek 
help,” Mora said. For more information 
about the clinic, call 882-7792.  
Clinic offers help to community
By Rubí Martínez
Staff Writer
James Jackson is director of the Community 
Counseling and Growth Clinic, which treats a variety 
of mental health concerns at no charge. 
Mirtha E. CárdEnas/CollEgian
Tests are a fact of life in college, 
and midterm examinations are quickly 
approaching!  At UTB/TSC, midterms are 
scheduled Oct. 14; however, professors 
may exercise their own judgment when 
deciding times and dates for these exams. 
It’s no secret that studying for exams takes 
time and preparation. Thus, cramming for 
exams won’t do much for you. Here are 
some tips that can help you develop test-
taking skills:
Before the exam
--As a student, you should start 
preparing for exams as soon as a class 
begins. This involves reviewing lecture 
notes regularly and making notes along 
the way. Reviewing is much more than 
reading and rereading all assignments. 
Oftentimes, it involves creating study 
groups with classmates, which can help 
reinforce learning. Other times, it may 
involve creating flashcards for courses 
with many unfamiliar terms.
--Attend every class. This is the most 
fundamental key to success in college.
--Make it a habit to review your notes 
periodically and make it part of your 
weekly study schedule. Consequently, 
you review over the entire semester rather 
than just before exam time.
--Complete homework assignments 
regularly.
--Get a good night’s rest and make sure 
you follow normal routine on the day of 
the exam. Set an alarm clock if necessary, 
and eat lightly before an exam. Having 
food in your stomach will give you energy 
and help you focus.
During the exam
--First, read all the instructions 
carefully.  Preview the exam and see 
how much time you need to allot for 
each section.  Example:  multiple-choice 
questions vs. essay questions.
--Put the main ideas and formulas onto 
a sheet that can quickly be reviewed 
as you are taking the exam. If you are 
writing an essay, jot down an outline with 
key concepts.
--Save time at the end of the exam to 
review your work and make sure you 
have answered all the questions. This 
will prevent you from making needless 
mistakes.
After the exam
--Attend the class and classes following 
the exam. Oftentimes, instructors use 
this time to review the exam, and it can 
reinforce the information learned. This 
might also help you in preparing for your 
next exam!
As you create your road map to your 
final destination, do not hesitate to 
consult with your academic adviser about 
campus resources and tools to succeed. 
As a student-centered university, UTB/
TSC is committed to helping you 
achieve your educational goals.  You 
may reach us at 882-7362, by e-mail 
at academicadvising@utb.edu, at the 
Camille Lightner Center or at the various 
academic advising locations throughout 
the campus.
By Academic Advising Team
AAA: Academic Advising Alert
Preparing for midterms
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Club spotlight
Officers and members of the Artescorpiones are (front row, from left) Secretary Diana Torres, President Tatiana 
Stoyanova, Christian Olivarez, and Membership Coordinator Zaida Lamas. Middle row: Photographer Sandra 
Martinez, Editor Alexandra Gracia and Sandra Singlaterry. Back row: Fundraising Coordinator Nancy Singlaterry, 
Membership Chairman Gabriel Vega, Mario Gonzalez and Membership Coordinator Clarissa Contreras.
Christopher peña/Collegian
Name:  Art Club at UTB/TSC 
“Artescorpiones” 
Purpose: To strengthen the community 
of artists at the university, provide the 
opportunity to improve drawing and 
painting skills, as well as help exhibit and 
distribute the artwork of members. 
Established: April 2010
President: Tatiana Stoyanova
Vice President: Manuel Flores 
Secretary: Diana Torres 
Treasurer: Sindy Estrella 
Editor:  Alexandra Gracia 
Advisers: Nancy Sclight and Carlos G. 
Gómez
Membership Chairman: Gabriel Vega
Membership Coordinators: Clarissa 
Contreras and Zaida Lamas
Fundraising Coordinator: Nancy 
Singlaterry 
Photographer: Sandra Martinez 
Awards: First place in newspaper recycling 
contest at UTB/TSC’S Earth Day 
Community Service: Volunteers for 
Brownsville Museum of Fine Art and mural 
painting at Gladys Porter Zoo. 
Events: Farmers’ Market, Join-a-Club Day, 
painting sessions on campus and South 
Padre Island. 
Meetings: At 3 p.m. Friday in Rusteberg 
Hall 208 (printmaking room)
Requirements: Must be a UTB/TSC 
student (with a 2.5 grade-point average), 
staff or faculty  
For more information: contact Stoyanova 
at 755-9471, follow us on Facebook, Art Club 
at UTB/TSC, or e-mail artclubatutbtsc@
gmail.com. 
--Compiled by Stephanie Reyes 
Gilberto Cárdenas, an assistant 
provost and director of the Institute 
for Latino Studies at the University 
of Notre Dame, will lecture on 
“Imágenes y Memoria: A Visual 
Narrative of Mexican Migration” 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall.
The lecture is part of UTB/
TSC’s observance of Hispanic 
Heritage Month and the first in 
the Texas Center for Border and 
Transnational Studies’ Americo 
Paredes Commemorative Lecture 
Series.
Cárdenas is a co-author of “Los 
Mojados: The Wetback Story,” “an 
oft-cited and seminal text in Latino 
scholarship,” according to the 
Notre Dame Website.
“We wanted for this first lecture 
someone very special. … We invited 
him to come, and he graciously 
accepted to come to be the very first 
speaker,” said Antonio Zavaleta, 
UTB/TSC’s associate provost. “We 
did not give him a topic. We said 
that we’d be honored to have him 
and he can speak about any aspect 
of the border, and he has chosen 
immigration.” 
Cárdenas holds a bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from California 
State University and received a 
master’s and doctorate in sociology 
from Notre Dame.
Zavaleta said Cárdenas started 
the Latino studies program at Notre 
Dame 20 years ago, and it is a 
model UTB/TSC is following in 
terms of border research.” 
Eduardo R. Del Rio, an associate 
professor of English and associate 
director of the center, said its 
mission “is to coordinate and 
conduct original research on the 
lower Texas-Mexico border.”
“We [also] support faculty and 
students with their work and 
also foster collaboration with 
other institutions, with faculty 
fellows [and] graduate students 
all interested in conducting border 
research,” Del Rio said.
The center will have a yearly 
lecture with a distinguished speaker 
focusing on some aspect of border 
studies. 
“We’ve named our community 
lecture series after Brownsville 
native and UT professor of 
anthropology and folklore Dr. 
Americo Paredes,” Zavaleta said. 
“He’s one of our distinguished 
scholars.”
Admission to the lecture is free 
and open to the public. 
Immigration expert 
to speak here Tuesday
By Stephanie Reyes
Staff Writer
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Through anecdotes, humor and 
determination for the future, Texas State 
Board of Education member Mary Helen 
Berlanga captivated a UTB/TSC audience, 
sharing her experiences of fighting for the 
representation of Hispanics in textbooks.
Berlanga started her lecture speaking 
about past disparities between the textbooks 
for the district she represents and the 
textbooks of other parts of the state that were 
justified by the Texas Education Agency. 
In one instance, she said, someone from the 
Texas Education Agency said they needed 
books with all the scientific terminology for 
certain districts and for other districts they 
only needed books that talked about how to 
hook a line to go fishing.
“I represent District 2, and my children 
live in that district,” she told more than 
200 people gathered Sept. 29 in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall. “If it’s not good enough for 
my children, it’s not good enough for 
anyone’s child. I am not going to support a 
watered-down book for anybody. No one’s 
child deserves that.”
Berlanga mentioned the difficulties 
she faced as the state board decided what 
to include in history, social studies, and 
science textbooks. In many instances, she 
has fought to include just representation of 
Hispanics in the books. Hispanics, she said, 
are a significant part of Texas and people 
who were not familiar with them in the past 
have now become familiar with them.
She made clear that all Texas public school 
students have the right to have the same level 
of content despite the region they live in. 
There have been instances where members 
of the board find justifications not to include 
certain historical characters, sometimes 
simply out of personal preference.
Some members of the board said they did 
not want to include the Kennedy brothers 
because they didn’t like them, she said.
 Berlanga said that it is not about whom 
we like and do not like but about who is 
important. She said certain members of 
the board were opposed to including César 
Chávez and Dolores Huerta, co-founders of 
the United Farm Workers and Santa Barraza, 
a painter and teacher born in Kingsville.  
She fought hard for the inclusion of 
Medal of Honor recipients in the textbooks. 
“There were days when I thought I was 
just going to die,” Berlanga said. “There 
was one day I cried. I mean, I went to my 
boardroom. … I couldn’t control the tears. 
... They wouldn’t let me put in the Medal of 
Honor recipients. Why? Because they were 
Hispanic.” 
During the science textbook discussions 
in 2009, scientists gathered to fight for what 
should be included in these books. Although 
there were some changes, they were not up 
to par with what scientists expected, and the 
conservatives had the majority vote. This 
situation received national attention.
In another instance, teachers were 
working together to complete an English 
language arts document and were meeting in 
Austin when Don McLeroy, former chair of 
the Texas State Board of Education, called 
off the meeting.  He later dismissed the 
papers, saying they were not good enough, 
she said. In reality, what these people had in 
mind was to have experts come and rewrite 
the material so they could sell it and have 
their stamp on it, she added.
“How can you do this to our teachers?” 
Berlanga said. “The teachers in the state of 
Texas, the people who are in the trenches, 
the people who are in the classroom with 
the children every day, they know their 
strengths, they know their weaknesses, they 
know what they picked up and didn’t pick 
up in the early grades.” 
The board is scheduled to discuss pre-
kinder in November of this year. Pre-kinder 
is of utmost importance, she said, and if 
children are given the adequate tools, then 
by the time they reach first grade they will 
be readers.
“The whole idea of pre-kinder is one of 
the most important things that we will ever 
do for our children,” Berlanga said. “If we 
don’t target these pre-kindergarteners and 
have these materials available for them 
and make sure our representatives approve 
monies for pre-kinder, then, really, our boat 
is sunk because that’s where it begins, with 
pre-kinder.”
During the question-and-answer session 
after the lecture, someone asked if she 
would like to be commissioner of education. 
She replied she would love to, or find a 
way to work with the commissioner. The 
governor presently selects the commissioner 
of education. However, in the past, the 
appointment was made by the board. 
Berlanga said the latter was beneficial for 
the board.
Asked about her perspective on the 
lecture, Sonja Varbelow, a field-based 
teaching specialist for the Teaching-
Learning and Innovation Department, 
replied: “I thought it was very eye-opening, 
particularly in regards of how the content 
of textbooks comes together and how the 
structure of influence is stratified in those 
levels of people who have something to 
say.”
Michael Edward Aldape, a senior history 
and social studies education major, said 
“What struck me the most was her complete 
honesty and her candor in that things 
aren’t as good as they could be. It is very 
encouraging to know that we as students 
and future educators can actually make a 
difference.” 
Berlanga has been a member of the board 
for almost 28 years, representing District 2, 
which includes Cameron County. She is an 
attorney with the law firm of Bonilla and 
Chapa in Corpus Christi. She was licensed 
in 1975 and much of her work is centered on 
immigration, disability and administrative 
law.
The lecture was part of the university’s 
observance of Hispanic Heritage Month. 
The Texas textbook tussle 
State Board of Education member details struggle over content
By Héctor Aguilar
Spanish Editor
Mary Helen Berlanga, who has served on the Texas 
State Board of Education for nearly 28 years, detailed 
her experiences on the panel during a lecture Sept. 
29 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Mirtha E. CárdEnas/CollEgian
Mexico were stopped “months ago, and the 
same thing with faculty or [other] travel to 
Mexico.”  
“That’s a very hard thing for us to have 
done,” she said. “But it was very important, 
we thought, to safeguard students in 
that way. … The other part of it that is 
very important is that we’re working 
cooperatively with … the Department 
of Homeland Security, the Brownsville 
[Police Department], Border Customs 
also.”
Because UTB/TSC shares a radio 
frequency with these agencies, information 
is simultaneously shared with Campus 
Police when something is transmitted about 
an occurrence. 
“You can’t ever guarantee that any 
campus is safe whether it’s here or in Austin 
or elsewhere, but we’re trying everything 
we can to provide for a safe environment as 
is possible,” García said. 
Campus Police Lt. Armando Pulido told 
The Collegian Torres’ family had contacted 
the U.S. Consulate in Matamoros, 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, concerned about his 
whereabouts.
“[The U.S. Consulate] contacted the dean 
of students just so they could check whether 
he was attending classes,” Pulido said. 
“Shortly after, the U.S. Consulate called 
[Student Judicial Affairs Coordinator] 
David Mariscal back, advising him they 
had found [the student] had been killed in 
Mexico.”
On Friday, UTB/TSC Director of News 
& Information Leticia Fernandez said, “I 
can’t confirm anything on how he died.”
The Consulate General in Matamoros 
could not be reached for comment on the 
circumstances Torres’ death or confirm if it 
was related to border violence. 
Uvalles, a communication sophomore, 
and Rangel, a graduate student in public 
policy and management, decided to hold 
a candlelight vigil at 5 p.m. Friday in the 
Endowment Courtyard.
“It’s not so much a mourning, but 
it’s some way to celebrate his life and, 
you know, also recognize that we have a 
problem when it comes to border violence,” 
Rangel said. “The problem also is that a 
lot of the students didn’t even know that 
this happened.”Although both are in the 
Student Government Association, Rangel 
said the event is not the SGA’s. 
Uvalles and Rangel sent out e-mails, 
messages and created an event page for the 
vigil on Facebook.
“Joe put it on Facebook and got a great 
response from the community, and, you 
know, I forwarded it to my classmates and 
things like that, and that’s how this whole 
idea went to fruition,” Rangel said. “He’s 
not just going to be another person that got 
killed because of the border violence. He 
is a student. Even though we didn’t know 
him, he still deserves our respect.”
In an e-mail sent to The Collegian on 
Wednesday, U.S. Consulate spokesman 
Brian Quigley said, “We are in touch with 
the family and are offering all consular 
services available. The Consulate General 
in Matamoros expresses its condolences 
for this tragic loss,” 
Counseling services will be available for 
students through Student Health Services.
tion call 882-3896.
--Collegian Editor Christine Cavazos
contributed to this report
Student 
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A través de anécdotas, el humor y la 
determinación para el futuro, Mary Helen 
Berlanga, miembro de la Mesa Directiva 
de Educación del Estado cautivó al 
público de UTB/TSC compartiendo sus 
experiencias de su lucha para representar 
a los hispanos en los libros de texto.
Berlanga comenzó su plática hablando 
de las disparidades en el pasado entre 
los libros de texto para el distrito que 
representa y los libros de texto para otras 
partes del estado y como lo justificó la 
Agencia de Educación de Texas. 
En un caso, alguien de la Agencia de 
Educación de Texas dijo que necesitaban 
libros con toda la terminología científica 
y otros que dijeran como enganchar una 
cana par ir de pesca, ella dijo.
 “Represento al Distrito 2, y mis niños 
viven en ese distrito”, le dijo a un público 
de más de 200 personas que se reunieron 
en el auditorio de SET-B el 29 de sept. 
“Si no es lo suficientemente bueno para 
mis niños, no es suficientemente bueno 
para ningún niño. No voy a apoyar un 
libro que esté reducido en contenido para 
nadie. Ningún niño se merece eso”.  
Berlanga mencionó las dificultades 
a las que se enfrentó cuando la Mesa 
Directiva de Educación del 
Estado decidía qué incluir 
en historia, ciencias sociales 
y ciencia. En muchos casos, 
ella peleó por incluir la 
representación justa de los 
hispanos en los libros de texto. 
Los hispanos, ella dijo, son una 
parte significativa del estado de 
Texas y la gente que antes no 
estaba familiarizada con ellos 
ahora ya se ha familiarizado 
con ellos.
Dejó en claro que todos los 
estudiantes de las escuelas 
públicas de Texas tienen el 
derecho de recibir el mismo nivel de 
contenido sin importar la región en la que 
vivan. Ha habido casos donde algunos 
miembros de la dirección han encontrado 
pretextos para no incluir a ciertos 
personajes históricos, en algunos casos 
simplemente por preferencias personales. 
Ella comentó que unos miembros de 
la mesa directiva no querían incluir a 
los hermanos Kennedy porque no les 
agradaban.
 Berlanga dijo que no se trata de quien 
te agrade o no, sino quien es importante. 
Dijo que ciertos miembros de la mesa 
directiva se oponían a incluir a César 
Chávez y Dolores Huerta, cofundadores 
de United Farm Workers (Campesinos 
Unidos) y Santa Barraza, una pintora y 
maestra que nació en Kingsville.
Ella luchó por incluir a los beneficiarios 
de la medalla de honor en los libros de 
texto. 
“Había días que pensaba que me iba 
a morir”, dijo Berlanga. “Hubo un día 
que lloré. Me fui a mi oficina… No 
podía controlar las lágrimas… No me 
dejaban incluir a los beneficiarios de las 
medallas de honor. ¿Por qué? Porque 
eran hispanos”. 
Durante las discusiones de libros 
de texto de ciencia en el 2009, los 
científicos se reunieron para luchar por 
lo que querían  que se incluyera en estos 
libros. A pesar de que se hicieron algunos 
cambios, no era lo que los científicos 
esperaban y los conservadores tenían el 
voto mayoritario. La situación recibió la 
atención nacional.
En otro caso, los maestros colaboraban 
para completar un documento de (cátedra 
de la lengua inglesa) y estaban reunidos 
en Austin cuando Don McLeroy, el ex 
presidente de la mesa directiva canceló 
la junta. Ella dijo que posteriormente él 
descalificó los artículos, diciendo que 
no eran lo suficientemente buenos. En 
realidad lo que esta gente tenía en la 
mente era que los expertos reescribieran 
los materiales para que lo pudieran 
vender y que tuviera su sello, añadió ella.
“¿Cómo le pueden hacer eso a los 
maestros?” dijo Berlanga. “Los maestros 
del estado de Texas, la gente que está 
en las trincheras, la gente que está en 
las aulas con los niños cada día, ellos 
conocen sus fortalezas y conocen sus 
debilidades, saben lo que retuvieron y 
no retuvieron en los primeros años de 
escuela”.
La mesa directiva tiene programado 
discutir el asunto de preescolar en 
noviembre de este año. Preescolar es 
de suma importancia, dijo ella, y si se 
les dan las herramientas adecuadas a 
los niños, cuando lleguen a primero de 
primaria podrán leer.
“El concepto entero de preescolar 
es una de las cosas más importantes 
que haremos por nuestros 
niños”, Berlanga dijo. “…
Si no nos enfocamos en estos 
niños preescolares y tenemos 
disponibles estos materiales y 
nos cercioramos que nuestros 
representantes aprueben los 
fondos para preescolar, entonces 
nuestro barco está hundido porque 
todo comienza con preescolar.
Durante la sesión de preguntas 
y respuestas después de la plática, 
alguien le preguntó si le gustaría 
ser el comisionado de educación. 
Ella contestó que le encantaría, 
o encontrar una manera de 
poder trabajar con el comisionado de 
educación. El gobernador es el que 
presentemente elije al comisionado de 
educación, sin embargo anteriormente 
la mesa directiva era la que tomaba esa 
decisión. Berlanga dijo que dicha acción 
era de gran beneficio para la mesa.
Al preguntarle su perspectiva en cuanto 
a la plática, Sonja Varbelow, especialista 
en enseñanza de campo, respondió: “Me 
pareció muy revelador, particularmente 
en cuanto a la formación del contenido 
de los libros de texto y como la estructura 
de influencia está estratificada en el nivel 
de personas que tienen algo que decir”.
Michael Edward Aldape, estudiante 
de último año de educación de historia 
y estudios sociales, dijo: “Lo que más 
me llamó la atención fue su completa 
honestidad y su franqueza de que las 
cosas no están tan bien como podrían 
estar. Es muy alentador saber que 
nosotros como estudiantes y pedagogos 
del futuro realmente podemos hacer la 
diferencia”.
Berlanga ha sido miembro de la mesa 
directiva por casi 28 años representando 
al distrito dos, el cual incluye el condado 
de Cameron. Ella es abogada para el 
bufete de Bonilla y Chapa en Corpus 
Christi. Es miembro del colegio de 
abogados desde 1975 y la gran parte 
de su trabajo consiste de inmigración, 
desabilidades y ley administrativa.
La plática fue en observación del mes 
de herencia hispana de la universidad.





Nombre: Ana Victoria Cisneros 
Gudiño
Edad: 23
Ciudad Natal: Matamoros, 
Tamaulipas, México 
Promedio: 3.8
Especialidad: Maestría en diseño 
gráfico 
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre 2012




“Estuve trabajando en Caritas de 
Matamoros, un centro donde dan 
comida para las personas que no tienen 
mucho dinero y también la casa hogar 
para niños”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Mi 
trabajo ideal es ser editora o autora de 
libros para niños”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Hacer un 
libro para niños”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Ya 
con varias publicaciones para libros 
para niños”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Me 
gusta que tiene muchas oportunidades 
para crecer en publicaciones y 
periodismo”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? “Que 
se pongan las pilas. Que estudien 
bastante porque es necesario para 
conseguir un buen trabajo ya que estás 
graduado”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar antes de un 
examen? “No es importante memorizar 
las cosas más bien aprenderlas porque 
en un futuro te pueden servir bastante”. 
 --Recopilado por Rubí Martínez
Visita nuestro 
sitio de Internet 
en:
www.utbcollegian.com
Mary Helen Berlanga le cuenta al público sus 
luchas como miembro de la Mesa Directiva del la 
Educación del Estado,de Texas.
Estudiantes y profesores hacen preguntas durante la conferencia que ofreció Mary Helen Berlanga sobre 
las dificultades que enfrentan los hispanos al querer incluir su historia y cultura en los libros educativos del 
estado de Texas. La conferencia se llevó a cabo el pasado 29 de septiembre. 
Mirtha E. CárdEnas/Fotos CollEgian
lEsliE BarriEntos/CollEgian
Pretextos de textos
Berlanga detalla su lucha por el contenido de los libros
“El concepto entero de 
preescolar es una de las cosas 
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The UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team is 
stepping up its game. 
The Scorpions travel to Tyler to battle 
Texas College on Thursday.
Last weekend, the team battled three 
different teams on a three-day stretch of 
games, with each game becoming more 
difficult. 
On Saturday, the Scorpions battled Texas 
Wesleyan University. On Sunday, the team 
hosted the University of Mobile on the 
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center field.
“Sunday is going to be an extremely hard 
game,” said Head Coach Dan Balaguero. 
“They are ranked No. 11 in the country; they 
could win the national championship. That 
will be, by far, the hardest game of the year 
for us. They are a team with a lot of history.”
Results for both games were not available 
at press time.
At home last Thursday, the Scorpions 
defeated the University of Southwest 
Mustangs 2-0, even though the final score 
should have been much more dominating.
“They have always given us problems, 
and within the last three years it has always 
been a close game,” Balaguero said before 
the game. “They are coming in with a good 
record. It’s not going to be easy.”
Aaron Guerrero and Fredrick Ekvall 
contributed one goal each for the Scorpions.
Guerrero’s goal came during the ninth 
minute of the first half with an assist from 
Mario Perez.
Ekvall scored with 20 minutes left in the 
second half and an assist from Jose Galvan. 
The Scorpions are now 5-3-1 overall and 
2-0 in Red River Athletic Conference play.
Tempers flare
On Oct. 2, the team defeated Our Lady 
of the Lake University 2-1 in a nail-biting 
match that erupted into a scuffle at the end 
of the first half.
A huge crowd had gathered at the REK 
Center field; however, not all of the spectators 
were there to cheer on the Scorpions, as at 
least five of the Saints are Rio Grande Valley 
natives.
As the game began, the tension between 
both teams was already thick in the air. 
The Scorpions always display fancy 
footwork and unique techniques in their 
passing, and this match was no exception. 
Scorpion captain Omar Apodaca revealed 
his talent with multiple headers and long-
stretching kicks. 
Padraic Ormsby had an attempted shot 
that was saved by Saints goalkeeper Nick 
Garza. 
Ormsby was taunted repeatedly by Saints 
defender Danny Medina; however, he 
seemed unscathed by it and continued to 
demonstrate excellent passing and smart ball 
handling. 
During the first half, Scorpion goalkeeper 
Juan Gamboa slipped and OLLU midfielder 
Ricky Ramirez scored the only goal for the 
Saints that evening.
With few minutes remaining in the first 
half, Scorpion forward Juan Nava received 
a pass from forward Mario Perez. Nava sent 
the ball into the goal, and the score was tied.
Perez took four shots during the entire 
game, two of which were on goal. 
A Saints forward attempted to make 
another goal, but Gamboa saved the hard 
shot.
The last five minutes of the first half turned 
from a soccer match to a boxing match, as 
players from both sides threw punches, and 
officials had to pull apart players.
Following the incident, both teams played 
impressive soccer, and there were few game 
errors.
Scorpion defense was consistently 
applying pressure during the second half, 
eager to add another goal to its score.
 Ormsby’s drive and determination was 
clear, as Balaguero praised his sensible 
playing. 
Nava produced fast, fancy and productive 
ball handling. Even after a slow rise from 
tripping on Garza, he continued to fight 
for control of the ball. Soon after, he was 
tripped again, and a Saints player was given 
a caution for stepping on him when he was 
down.
The foul occurred inside the penalty box, 
and junior midfielder Steve Howard was 
awarded a penalty kick. 
Kicking the ball into the high right corner 
of the net, the Scorpions defeated the Saints, 
once again.
“I think the [referees] did a great job, to 
be honest,” Balaguero said. “A red card is a 
red card, and in my opinion, they did a good 
job.” 
Asked about the team’s performance, 
the coach replied, “Being down early was 
difficult. We could have collapsed like we 
have before, but the guys pulled it together 
and we came through.”
Men’s soccer works through weekend
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
The UTB/TSC Volleyball Team faces Our 
Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio 
on Thursday. 
The Scorpions battled St. Thomas-Houston, 
Bacone College 
and Huston-
T i l l o t s o n 
University at 
home Oct. 8-10. 
Results were 
not available at 
press time. 
On Oct. 2, 
the fifth-ranked 
S c o r p i o n s 








the Lions in 
three sets, with 






few balls hit the 




f r e s h m a n 
p o w e r h o u s e 
M i c h e l l e 
M a r q u e s 
making an 
appearance on 
the court due to 
a knee injury.
The first two sets were easy for the 
Scorpions, who are 16-0 for the season and 
6-0 in the Red River Athletic Conference play.
The third set seemed to pose a problem for 
the Scorpions, who were only up by one point. 
After a timeout called by Head Coach Todd 
Lowery, the team got back into the game and 
defeated the Lions.
Throughout this game, the tallest Scorpion, 
Katharina Nobel, who stands at 6 feet, 4 
inches, played her best game this season, 
contributing 10 kills on 13 attempts without 
an error. She also had six digs, two blocks and 
one assisted block.
Danica Markovic also contributed many 
points for the 
S c o r p i o n s , 
with only three 
hitting errors 
out of 31 
attempts. She 
con t r ibu ted 
12 kills and 
15 digs. 
M a r k o v i c 
was the only 





M i d d l e 
b l o c k e r 
Anna Guerra 
con t r ibu ted 
seven kills and 
one block, and 
Erica Chimak 
had nine kills 
and 15 digs.






S c o r p i o n 
setter Tamires 
F e r r e i r a 
con t r ibu ted 
a total of 
35 assists. 
D e f e n s i v e 
s p e c i a l i s t s 
G r e g n e r 
Gotay-Quinones contributed 25 digs; Anayeli 
Trevino also contributed three digs.
“I thought we played really well,” Head 
Coach Todd Lowery said. “We came out and 
did a lot of things that we have been working 
on in practice. Katharina Nobel stepped in and 
played a great game.”




The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer team 
faces Texas College in Tyler on Thursday.
The Scorpions battled Texas Wesleyan 
University last Saturday. Results were not 
available at press time.
Last Thursday, the team shut out the 
University of Southwest Mustangs 9-0.
Freshman Karla Lozano not only saw 
action on the field for the first time this 
season, but also used the opportunity to 
score three consecutive goals.
Assisting on Lozano’s goals were Sarah 
Rosenthal, Vanessa Gallegos and Laura 
Carpenter.
Verena Wonsikowski scored after 
Lozano for a 4-0 lead at halftime. 
Linette Cuvillier, Abigail Perez, Isadora 
Freitas and Caroline Brenck also scored 
one goal each for the Scorpions.
Wonsikowski scored her second goal in 
the last minute of the game.
OLLU matchup ends in tie
On Oct. 2, the team tied 1-1 against Our 
Lady of the Lake University in a double 
overtime game.
The Scorpions (4-2-2) began the first 
half with a steal by forward, Freitas 
applying force to the Saints even after 
being pressured by three Saints defense 
players at the same time. She attempted 
a goal but was warded off by Saints 
goalkeeper Megan Ochoa. 
Aliesha Cassie had a doubleheader that 
also went to Freitas.
Saints forward Hannah Collazo was 
called out for fouling against Freitas. 
To round out the end of the first half, 
junior powerhouse forward Wonsikowski 
gained control of the ball and tried to score 
a goal for the Scorpions but slid hard to the 
ground and missed.
Forward Vanessa Vasquez scored the 
only goal for the Saints, during the 33rd 
minute of the game.
At halftime, the Scorpions were down 
by a goal, but team spirit was high. 
At the start of the second half, the 
Scorpions were itching for a goal, and 
freshman Samantha Garcia had her first 
goal of the season with the assistance of 
Helen Wagstaff. 
Even after a poor call, Garcia managed 
to hold onto the ball and narrowly squeezed 
in the tying goal for the Scorpions during 
the 81st minute of the game.
 In double overtime, neither the 
Scorpions nor the Saints scored again. 
A foul occurred inside the penalty box, 
and Collazo was awarded a penalty kick.
Scorpion goalkeeper Emily Michna was 
the key factor in the tied score. Michna 
deflected the kick that was aimed at the 
high right corner of the net.
Women’s soccer 
travels to Tyler 
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
Scorpion Helen Wagstaff heads the ball Oct. 2 against Our Lady of the Lake University. The teams tied 1-1 
during their matchup on the REK Center field.
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn 
Outside hitter Danica Markovic jumps to spike the winning point of 
the UTB/TSC Volleyball Team’s Oct. 2 game against Southwestern 
Assemblies of God University. The Scorpions triumphed 25-9, 25-13 
and 25-15. 
dAvid Boon/For The colleGiAn
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The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
Sponsored by Multicultural and International Student Services, Office 
of the Dean of Students and Division of Student Affairs.











































Sept. - Oct. 2010
UTB/TSC Hispanic Heritage Month Presents
Understanding the 
ROLE OF CURANDERISMO 
in the 21st Century
by Associate Provost 
Antonio Zavaleta, Ph.D.
Thursday, October 14, 2010
12:15 p.m. • SETB Lecture Hall
A luncheon will immediately follow in 
the SETB third-floor conference room.
Bring your book to the lecture for autographs.
Curandero Conversations is available at a 
special UTB/TSC price of $12 from the 
Office of the Dean of Students in the 
Student Services Center, (956) 882-5141.
UTB/TSC performers presented their 
talents Thursday to a standing-room-only 
crowd in the SET-B Lecture Hall during the 
eighth annual Noche de Estrellas.
Students performing were dressed in a 
varied array of elaborate costumes with a 
lively audience that found ways to bring the 
eventful night to life with their enthusiastic 
clapping and cheering. José Frank Orozco, 
senior communication major, and Ivette 
Ugalde, a freshman communication major, 
hosted the event.
Four judges, each with evaluation sheets, 
sat in the fi rst row in front of the stage, 
carefully evaluating every detail of each 
act.
Wearing a pair of sunglasses, a scarf and 
a hat, Reggaetony’s Juan Antonio Garza, 
a junior communication major, sat on his 
cajón peruano, a percussion box instrument, 
alongside Mario Garza, to rhyme in protest 
of violent acts in Mexico and received fi rst 
place and $150. Reggaetony performed two 
songs “Chico del barrio” and “Mira.”
Asked about the message he would like 
to send through his songs, Juan Antonio 
Garza replied, “It is time for a change of 
conscience and we should not be so close-
minded. Let’s open our minds. ... We are all 
the same, we come from the womb and we 
are all the same.”
Alexis Mata, a graduate student in public 
policy and management who served as 
a judge, said, “We thought he deserved 
fi rst place because we thought it was 
very creative for him to use a box as an 
instrument. He had a wonderful voice, the 
most crowd involvement.”
Second place and $100 was awarded to 
Nestor Treviño, who sang Craig Morgan’s 
“Almost Home.”
 “The main point that I want to bring 
across is that country is more than just a 
melody and just a good crunch country 
twang,” Treviño said. “It’s about a story, 
the story about somebody’s life. That is 
what country gives me and offers me.” 
Fans applauded loudly and held poster 
boards for third-place winner Joanna 
Hernández, who performed Jenni Rivera’s 
“La cara bonita,” wearing a black fl owing 
dress with a blue lace sash around her 
waist. Hernández received $75.
Fei Cao, a sophomore management 
major, who was awarded Best Spirit and 
$50,  went up to the stage and said that 
while last year he had few supporters, he 
was glad to have a lot more supporters this 
year. Several of his friends held up poster 
boards in support as he sang a Chinese 
song that had string instruments in the 
background.
Midway through the event, a moment of 
silence was observed in remembrance of 
the late student Jonathon William Torres 
Cázares, who was killed Sept. 30 in Mexico.
Judith Garza, a UTB/TSC student who 
has been dancing for four years, performed 
a contemporary dance “Leave,” doing 
elaborate hand movements and leaping on 
the stage. 
In another act, sophomore communication 
major Cleiri Quezada and her instrumental 
posse, sang “La maldita primavera,” 
originally sung by Mexican artist Yuri. 
The beat went on as Mario Garza, sitting 
cross-legged on the fl oor, hit his tablas or 
Indian percussion instruments in dedication 
to a past relationship.
Oscar Gutierrez and his simian friend 
boogied to “The Evolution of Dance,” a 
musical timeline of songs.
Madonna’s “Ray of Light” was brought to 
life by junior communication major Daniel 
Beltrán in front of a cosmic background 
screen.
The festivities came to an end with 
Orozco and his team of seven female 
dancers’ performance of Lady Gaga’s “Bad 
Romance.”
Noche de Estrellas draws the masses
 MICHELLE SERRANO/COLLEGIAN PHOTOS
Junior communication major Juan A. Garza (left) and Mario A. Garza took fi rst place with their songs.
Country crooner and junior public service major 
Nestor Treviño stole hearts and earned second place.
Third place winner and sophomore business major 






Classifi cation: Sophomore 
Major: Nursing
Zodiac Sign: Sagittarius
How long do you typically take to 
dress? “Forty-fi ve minutes.”
What puts you in a good mood? 
“Going to the gym because it helps me 
to release my stress.”
What type of music do you listen to? 
“Country music.”
What’s your favorite song from the 
’80s? “Cyndi Lauper, ‘Girls Just Want 
To Have Fun.’”
Who is your idol? “My mom.”
What movie do you watch over and 
over? “The Notebook.”
What are you scared of? “Losing those 
that I love.”
Do you believe in love at fi rst sight? 
“No.”
Best place to go on a date? “Long 
walks on the beach at night.”
Would you date someone younger or 
older than you? Why? “Older because 
they tend to be more mature.”
What is the most romantic gift you’ve 
given? “Some Army dog tags with a 
Bible passage and an angel symbolizing 
protection to my ex-boyfriend for his 
birthday and before he was deployed to 
Afghanistan.”
What’s your worst habit? “I eat a lot 
after I work out.”
If you could have any superpower, 
which one would you want? “To make 
wishes and be able to make them come 
true instantly.”
What was your favorite childhood 







--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
If you would like to be featured in 
Cupid’s Corner, call Daniel Beltrán 
at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail at 
collegian@utb.
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